A2 Media Studies – Coursework Research for the Music Video brief.
Key Information
· Title: Fix You
· Year of release: 2005
· Director(s): Sophie Muller
· Production Company/label: Parlophone
· Genre: alt-rock, post-Britpop, and pop-rock
· Target audience: teenagers, young adults, or anyone going through a stressful time
1) Explain why this product relates to your brief: 
The visuals of the music video is very innkeeping with the style I want to create in our video, the dark lights, yellow colour grading, and cold city landscape are all things I want to replicate.

🎵 If you are creating a music video, take notes on and analyse:
	Music Video Type
Narrative

	Representation of the artist
The artist is represented as having some kind of mental health issue, or having to deal with the loss of something or an event

	Narrative elements
Shows the artist walking/ running through the city (also concert scenes but those are irrelevant to our production)

	Performance style 
Narrative music video with concert elements

	Visual style and aesthetics
Dark lighting with yellow hues, cold city landscape, loud concert

	Camera techniques
Lots of tracking camera action focused on the artist as well as long shots to set the scene. Both are things I am wanting to recreate in our music video

	Editing style
High contrast between scenes, yellow colour grading. Beat/ pace of music matches the speed of the video
	Symbolism or motifs
Symbolising mental health issues and dealing with the loss of something close in life

	Additional commentary



2) Explain how codes and conventions are used in the product to convey meaning.
The setting crossed with the colour grading editing style heavily emphasizes the representation in the video. The contrast between the grey hues of the city and the yellow lights also matches the music video as a whole representing the switch from the sad London scenes to the upbeat nature of the concert.

3) Reflect on how you could use or adapt these in your own coursework using the prompts below
The main takeaways I have that I want to incorporate into the music video are many visual elements. For obvious reasons we cannot include any large scale concert scenes such as that scene in Fix you, however things such as the warm colour grading, cold city landscapes and the idea of walking through the city to clear one’s head (we intend to use biking and other elements to ensure we aren’t copying Fix You 1:1).


Representation Analysis

	Who or what is being represented? (people, identities, cultures, issues) 
	Mental health issues and dealing of the loss of someone close in terms of a relationship. Both of which many people can relate to.

	How are they represented? (positively? negatively? stereotypically? subversively?) 
	Represented in a way that both gives light to the issue but also subtly suggests a way of dealing with similar troubles. 

	What techniques construct this representation?
	Facial expressions, body language and ties to the lyrics


	How will this influence the representation choices in my own coursework?
	Implement the use of facial expressions and body language to convey our same representation of someone struggling with mental health issues



 Creative + Technical Influence
4) A technique from this music video we could use as inspiration is the yellow colour grading. My idea to apply this would be to the entire music as a whole, but specifically the latter on planned city scenes. A second technique that I found interesting was the small amount of camera angles used which allowed for a very simple but impactful video that focused more on the narrative and less on performative elements. Lastly the use of matching the audio pace to that of what’s going on in the video is something I wish to incorporate.
Final Personal Reflection
5) Write a reflection paragraph using the questions below as guidance. 
Overall Fix You by Coldplay has led to me developing more ideas around what I wish to incorporate into Ben and I’s final product music video. Many visual elements such as the editing techniques and mis-en-scene I’ll take inspiration from for our music video.


