A2 Media Studies – Coursework Research for the Music Video brief.
Key Information
· Title: Thriller
· Year of release: 30 November 1982
· Director(s): John Landis
· Production Company/label: Epic Records
· Genre: Disco Funk/Pop
· Target audience: Generally sources say that its main target audience is anyone between the ages of 15-24
1) Explain why this product relates to your brief: 
Thriller is an iconic music video known especially for its length, with the main music video being 14 minutes long. It features a narrative that jump cuts to create a confusing and thrilling atmosphere. This is of interest of our group as it is a technique we will consider when aiming to meet our brief in our final production of a music video.

🎵 If you are creating a music video, take notes on and analyse:
	Music Video Type 
The thriller music video is a narrative style video that portrays the relationship between Jackson and his girlfriend, showing them in many different situations, all playing as a different character.
	Representation of the artist

Michael Jackson is depicted in many different ways as he plays different characters throughout the entirety of the music video. He plays a werewolf, a boyfriend, and a zombified boyfriend. Across each scene, he is feature appearing the same with the same hair and clothes.
	Narrative elements

The video messes with the viewers head due to its chopping between universes. It transfers from the werewolf scene which tricks the audience into thinking that’s the main narrative to it really being a couple watching a movie. This then transfers later to a short horror style film where the boyfriend is possessed by one of the zombie like figures and begins to chase after the girlfriend.

	Performance style 
The music video follows a narrative style shown through the music video resembling a short film somewhat.
	Visual style and aesthetics
The video features a horror-movie -Esque editing and themes portrayed through the haunted style background music played through what sound like an organ and a backing track of a man talking features. The video also features horror themes of werewolves, zombies and other gruesome scenes that are suggested but not shown.

	Camera techniques

Camera techniques aren’t the most notable thing from the video as it focuses more on narrative elements however  tracking cameras are commonly used in two-shots to portray two or more people walking or moving in a scene e.g. large dance scenes. Close ups are also used, particularly to focus on the girlfriend character to emphasize her facial expressions which add to the horror nature of the video. 



	Editing style

Edited in a style very much expected from the time period. The editing follows a very chronological order of events with a high focus on contrast between scenes; making more happier/ less horror scenes more vibrant and on the contrary, the darker scenes are filmed in much less vibrant areas, almost resembling grey scale. Features used to achieve this include dark skies, forest with a large abundance of similar dark colours, and a lifeless and light less house.
	Symbolism or motifs

The motif of Michael Jackson and him featuring in each scene as the main character is played throughout the video. He portrays a werewolf, a boyfriend, and a zombie.
The symbolism of the occult is mentioned as a warning in the beginning of the video. It is referenced in some ideas through the supernatural elements shown in the video.

	Additional commentary



2) Explain how codes and conventions are used in the product to convey meaning.
a. The inclusion of zombies aligns with horror movie stereotypes and also links to the lyrics
b. The settings,  the abandoned house, and the graveyard also comply with the usual repertoire of elements of a horror film

3) Reflect on how you could use or adapt these in your own coursework using the prompts below


· What I might borrow:
· The more movie style scenes that make it appear more as a short film rather than a music video
· What I would adapt:
· The length, I don’t find it realistic to produce a 14 minute long music video, and rather somewhere int the 3-5 minute time range
· What I should avoid or do differently:
· I think one thing I would avoid is probably just anything due to the horror theme,  I think it would be hard to replicate that genre of video with any other style of music that isn’t majority orchestral.


Representation Analysis

	Who or what is being represented? (people, identities, cultures, issues) 
	The supernatural idea of the Occult, which is heavily despised by religious groups especially the Jehovah’s Witnesses. This is less of a representation but more of an opposing ideology seen in the video.
The main characters, are portrayed in a very stereotypical 1950’s, Black American attire. Particularly focused on the hairstyles, bright coloured clothing and textiles.

	How are they represented? (positively? negatively? stereotypically? subversively?) 
	The Occult isn’t represented in a certain light it is more just present in the video itself.
The main characters are represented positively, due to their general calm nature despite any transformations that happen later on. They aren’t portrayed negatively either.

	What techniques construct this representation?
	Heavy use in mis-en-scene helps portray the characters – either in the 1950’s attire or in zombie like clothing and makeup.


	How will this influence the representation choices in my own coursework?
	I think if the music is set in a certain time period, to add to the realism of the video, dressing people in such a way  can help portray actors in a way more suited to the time period of the music.



 Creative + Technical Influence
Identify 3–5 techniques from the professional product you may use as inspiration and describe how you might apply them. 
One main technique that is used heavily throughout the video is mis-en-scene. Clothing and makeup play a large role in the short film -Esque style of the video. Although we won’t have a budget big enough for this, the use of mis-en-scene to create realistic backdrops and clothing will be something I’ll aim to add to our video. Another aspect of the video that stood out to me is the close up shots to emphasise facial expressions. Whilst the ones shown in Thriller are mostly uneasy or scared we can take inspiration from this to mirror the lyrics in the song in the facial expressions of actors. Lastly I think one thing we could take away if we have the time is the beginning aspect where there is a lack of music and rather a short film scene that builds into the song itself. I think this could be a way to add further depth and meaning into our production.
Final Personal Reflection
One main thing I took away from Thriller is its combination of a short film and a music video. As a pioneer of its time, it featured an extended 14 minute long version that incorporated many horror scenes that matched the vibe of the song. Although we won’t produce something of that magnitude, we will aim to incorporate some elements of short films into our music video, aiming to make it more narrative with a storytelling component. One way in which it had shaped my early ideas is through its heavy use of mis-en-scene to create realism and to be custom to certain time periods. I think this is important as if we can match the mis-en-scene to that of the song, it will take away from the “school-made-production style of video”. Although this isn’t related to Thriller one thing I’ll take into planning and pre-production is ensuring we have a strict shot list and ensure every single shot gets ticked off as well as a selection of random extras as we struggled with having enough shots properly filmed on our filming day for our pre-lim.

