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Selected brief:
Key information:
· Title: Sophie
· Year of release: 2001
· Director(s): Joe Lonie
· Production Company/label: Joe Lonie
· Genre:  Indie Pop
· Target audience:  
Sophie, By GoodShirt is a New Zealand alternative pop/rock song released in 2001. It fits this genre in multiple ways through both the video and the song. It features a DIY style to it that sounds as if it could have been produced in a garage. This theory continues with the video which is extremely simplistic as it is filmed at a house, including only a singular camera that stays constant throughout the video. The video was extremely successful at the 2003 New Zealand Music Awards also known as the Tuis. It received three awards: Single of the Year, Best Music Video, and Song writer of the Year. It was also recognized as one of the top 200 music videos of New Zealand and Australia from the 21st Century. In the video, the band members portray the burglars, showing a good vs evil dynamic in the video. Another idea that could be suggested is the idea that one can escape from everything through music as shown through her being completely unaware of all her surroundings as they are getting taken.
Generally I feel that the music video is not comprised of all that many technical codes in the sense of camera work and editing however I feel the standout features are more to do with the storytelling and mis-en-scene. One main aspect in relation to mis-en-scene is the backdrop and characteristics of the girl the video is centered around. The clothing, house, furniture and cluelessness all relate to general stereotypes one may think about when described a generalized young adult living alone for the first time. Due to the headphones on, and the nature of being submersed in the song, the girl does not notice what is going on in her surroundings, hence leading to the burglars being able to take all her furniture. One thing I would take from this is the comical behaviour of this scene which adds another dimension to the music video. Usually music videos from this genre may be more leaning towards performative however this one follows more of a narrative structure with elements of humour used to engage the audience further which could be something I can incorporate in my final video.
One main takeaway from this music video for me is its simplicity. It shows that to have an effective narrative music video, it does not need to be all that complicated due to the singular camera angle and it all being filmed in one take. Although filming in one take would take some practice and precise planning, it has a great effect on the audience for its engagement. Another aspect I think that somewhat goes in hand with this is that it proves you do not need any fancy backdrops. Many music videos feature lavish items and many different scenes; however Sophie has a raw, homemade atmosphere but remains extremely professional. I think this is something that is vital to take away from the video as often homemade/ indie productions can be obviously homemade due to the lack of proper planning professionalism and so this is something that was important to me when we were initially doing our brainstorms.
