A2 Media Studies – Coursework Research for the Music Video brief.
Key Information
· Title: The hardest Button to Button
· Year of release: August 11 2003
· Director(s): Michel Gondry
· Production Company/label: Partizan Entertainment
· Genre: alt rock, garage rock
· Target audience: DIY aesthetics, indie rock enjoyers
1) Explain why this product relates to your brief: Despite being a performative video, it has many editing techniques that we can take inspiration from.
🎵 If you are creating a music video, take notes on and analyse:
	Music Video Type
Performative
	Representation of the artist
The artists here, Jack and Meg White are represented as what seems like two young adults simply enjoying their time whilst playing their music.

	Narrative elements
The main narrative element that the video is based around is the constant repetition and occurrence of large amounts of either drums or amplifiers wherever the pair move. 

	Performance style 
The video follows definitely a performative style that however remains relatively simple by purely following the pair as they walk through New York, with multiplying drums and amps following them as they walk.

	Visual style and aesthetics
The video has a very grunge, raw filter as was common of videos of this genre in the early 2000’s. The setting is the Upper West Side of New York, and it doesn’t have many added extras such as props or flash settings, as was all just set in the city.

	Camera techniques
One of the main camera techniques used was a high angle camera pointed towards a scene, sometimes tracking, that took short videos, with each one multiplying the amount of drums or amps

	Editing style
The editing style follows match cuts, keeping the camera steady in a fixed position whilst drums and amps are multiplied
	Symbolism or motifs
The drums and amps following the pair is a continuous motif shown throughout the entire video.

	Additional commentary



2) Explain how codes and conventions are used in the product to convey meaning.
The longshot that is fixed from a tripod is used to make the viewer focus heavily on the setting and surrounding environments with the very simple multiplication of the amps and drums going on in the foreground for visual effect.

3) Reflect on how you could use or adapt these in your own coursework using the prompts below


· What I might borrow:
· One thing having now done some brainstorm we are keeping is the focus on the setting and background rather than necessarily the main character
· What I would adapt:
· I would adapt the actions of the main characters as they are more in line with a performative music video whereas we are aiming for a narrative style
· What I should avoid or do differently:
· I think we are going to colour grade slightly differently simply due to the different setting, mood and tone we are trying to create


Representation Analysis

	Who or what is being represented? (people, identities, cultures, issues) 
	The whole video represents the general garage rock scene as a whole – shown by very typical stereotypes in the costumes, hair, and setting (NYC)

	How are they represented? (positively? negatively? stereotypically? subversively?) 
	They are represented generally very stereotypically as mentioned above

	What techniques construct this representation?
	A heavy focus on mis-en-scene in baggy, darker clothes that fit the 2000’s skater rock band style that was common of the time and for those in the garage rock scene. The setting of New York is also very well known to be in line with this certain culture, whether it be music or other elements such as skating.


	How will this influence the representation choices in my own coursework?
	Although we are aiming for a different atmosphere, we will take inspiration from how they used mis-en-scene to create a mood and feeling that audience members can instantly connect with.



 Creative + Technical Influence
4) I think one technique we will keep is the longshot shot from a tripod. We will in our video use this to create a somewhat montage of different scenes, similar to how in this video the longshot was used to show the entirety of the background, with the duplication effect in the foreground. Another effect we will use is colour grading, whilst not the same more grey orientated colour grading used in this music video, we are looking at using a more yellow colour grading to give the video a warmer tone – similar to that of the street lights used prior to the introduction of LED lights. Lastly I think we will take their great use of mis-en-scene into ours with a heavy focus on the setting and making sure it is completely in line with our tone of our video.
Final Personal Reflection
5) Write a reflection paragraph using the questions below as guidance. 
· Overall from this product I learnt the idea that the background and mis-en-scene can be just as vital if not more important that what the “main character” in the video is doing. The Hardest Button to Button focuses very heavily on the setting with a simple duplication of drums or amps following the two leads Meg and Jack White. To keep it simple and aligned, longshots shot on a tripod at the same angle for each shot was used, which we will try to incorporate/ replicate in our video. 


