A2 Media Studies – Coursework Research for the short film brief.
· Title: Other side of the box 
· Year of release: 2018 
· Director(s): Caleb Phillips  
· Production Company/label: Indie Film
· Genre: Horror
· Target audience: People who prefer slow burn psychological tension, over mainstream.
1) Explain why this product relates to your brief: 
This product relates to my brief because it is a short film and has a lot of those same conventions such as unique storytelling rules, minimal resources and visual motifs like the box. This also connects to our film because they are both more horror related which gives us ideas on how to make the audience sit on the edge of their seats like I was during this film. 
Codes & Conventions Analysis – delete the table that doesn’t match your brief 
🎬 If you are creating a short film, take notes on and analyse: 
	Narrative structure
Linear 
	Themes and messages
· Fear of the unknown 
· Curiosity and consequences 
· Trust and betrayal
· Loss of control 
	Character types
  Protagonist, young man who is trapped alongside his protagonist partner who is experiencing this supernatural threat, the man in the box who is a supernatural antagonist. 


	Visual style
dark and muted colour palatte 
Low key lighting 
Strong contrast between light and dark 
The box is visually emphasized 
	Camera techniques
Close ups 
Extreme close ups 
High angles 
Static shots of the box

	Sound techniques
  Diegetic sound 
Silence 
Ambient sounds 
Sudden changes in sound 
· 

	Editing style
· Slow placing at the beginning Builds tension gradually 
· Cuts become quicker 

	Locations and mise-en-scene
Set inside a house, living room, hallway and stairs, dark rooms, e.g. the basement 
	Additional commentary
Creates suspense though withholding information, the box acts as a visual symbol of the unknown 




2) Explain how codes and conventions are used in the product to convey meaning.
In the “Other side of the Box”, codes and conventions are used to create meaning and establish the horror genre through dark lighting shadows and an ordinary house setting. While the close ups show the characters fear and reactions the mysterious box acts as a symbolic code for the unknown, while suspense and silence make the audience feel tense. Slow editing gradually builds suspense while horror conventions such as supernatural threats and unexplained event communicate themes of fear and loss of control. 

3) Reflect on how you could use or adapt these in your own coursework using the prompts below


· What I might borrow:
·  Dark lighting to create suspense 
· Silence and eerie sound to build tension 
· Slow pace of editing to keep the audience guessing 
· What I would adapt:
· Use red herrings and clues for the murder mystery genre 
· Make the house setting more important to the storyline 
· What I should avoid or do differently:
· Avoid relying too much on supernatural events 
· Avoid making the ending too predictable 


Representation Analysis

	Who or what is being represented? (people, identities, cultures, issues) 
	Young adults and their relationships, fear trust and the unknown 

	How are they represented? (positively? negatively? stereotypically? subversively?) 
	Negatively- characters are vulnerable and powerless, realistically- they react with fear and confusion 

	What techniques construct this representation?
	Dark lighting and shadows, close ups showing emotions

	How will this influence the representation choices in my own coursework?
	Use lighting to show changing emotions 



 Creative + Technical Influence
Identify 3–5 techniques from the professional product you may use as inspiration and describe how you might apply them. 
I could and will use close ups to show characters fear, suspicion and emotions, especially when they are hiding something, I can also use lowkey lighting and shadows to create dark and mysterious atmosphere. Sound effects and silence could build suspense and make the audience feel uneasy which I am hoping to implement into my short film. 

Final Personal Reflection
Researching “other side of the box” has helped me understand how camera techniques, lighting, sound and editing to create suspense and meaning. Especially liked how the film used ordinary setting to crease tension and how information is slowly revealed to the audience, which I am going to be doing in my short film. 
