A2 Media Studies Coursework Research 
Selected brief: 
Key information: 
· Title:  All these creatures 
· Year of release:  2018
· Director(s):  Charles Williams 
· Production Company/label:  Palme, D’OR, short film, festival de cannes 
· Genre:  Drama, Short 
· Target audience:   15+
How does this product connect to your brief? 
Paragraph 1: Give a general description of the professional product including genre, representation, narrative, and how it was received by the general audience (e.g. Ratings/awards won) 
All These Creatures is a psychological drama short film written and directed by Charles Williams that explores themes of family, mental illness, memory, and fear through the perspective of a teenage boy trying to understand his father’s emotional breakdown through the tense moments of hearing the cicadas. The film uses symbolic imagery of insects and “creatures” to represent inner struggles and emotional trauma that the father may be facing, creating a poetic and emotional narrative rather than a straightforward storyline. In terms of representation, the film highlights the impact of mental illness and domestic instability on families, particularly through the experiences of young people. Its cinematography, narration, and dark visual style create a tense and emotional atmosphere that connects strongly with audiences. “The film was highly praised by critics and audiences for its artistic storytelling and emotional depth, earning a 6.8/10 rating on IMDb and winning the prestigious Short Film Palme d’Or at the 2018 Cannes Film Festival, along with more than 50 international awards world”

Paragraph 2: Identify and describe key techniques or elements used in the product and the impact of them. Focus on techniques that are successful or of interest to you.  
The use of sound creates an impact on the audience by using background noises (such as the cicadas) which helps to show how prominent and annoying background sounds can be, and almost creates the thought that, that’s what the fathers head sounds like and that’s why he is going insane. This creates fear among the audience as they wonder what is going to happen next. Therefore in my short film I am wanting to include background sounds to make the overall atmosphere sound more creepy and add suspense. As a result, the audience is likely to feel concerned as the music may get louder or quitter depending on where the suspense is. 

Paragraph 3: Which aspects of this product could you implement or take inspiration from for your coursework? How would you apply it to your work?  
This is not really the storyline doesn’t align with our initial ideas, however I liked how there was colour grading over the top of the film to make it seem darker which adds to the creepy atmosphere. By implementing this to my short film it will help to create that atmosphere that is known and loved in murder mystery films. 

