A2 Media Studies – Coursework Research for the short film brief.
· Title: I am not a robot 
· Year of release: 2023 
· Director(s):Victoria Warmerdam 
· Production Company/label: OAK motion pictures 
· Genre: sci-fi drama short film 
· Target audience: teen adults, those interested in ai and tech 
1) Explain why this product relates to your brief: 
This product relates to my brief because it is a short film that explores a clear narrative in a short amount of time while creating tension and mystery. It uses a psychological twist, which is similar to the type of story I want to create as we are planning on doing a murder mystery. The film also focuses on one main character and builds suspense through everyday situations which I think that we can take some ideas from as
Codes & Conventions Analysis – delete the table that doesn’t match your brief 
🎬 If you are creating a short film, take notes on and analyse: 
	Narrative structure
Linear 
	Themes and messages
· Identity and selfawareness 
· Technology vs humanity 
· Loss of control 
· Reality vs illusion 

	Character types
  Protagonist ordinary woman 
  No clear antagonist  which has lead to conflict internal and psychological

	Visual style
  Realistic and minimalistic 
  Neutral colour palette to reflect normal life

	Camera techniques
· Close-ups to show emotion and confusion 
· Static shots to create discomfort 
· Limited movement to feel controlled/restricted 


	Sound techniques
  Diegetic sound 
  Silence used for tension 
· Subtle background sound to build unease

	Editing style
· Slow pacing 
· Simple cuts 
· Builds tension gradually 

	Locations and mise-en-scene
  office
  computer as a key prop 

	Additional commentary




2) Explain how codes and conventions are used in the product to convey meaning.
The film uses close up shots and slow editing to show the womens growing confusion and anxiety after finding out she may be a robot. The normal setting and realistic mise en scène make the situation feel believable, which makes the twist more shocking, which adds to the enigma. Sound is minimal, which builds tension and focuses attention on the womens emotions. Overall, these conventions help communicate the theme of identity and the fear of losing control in the hands of ai taking over.

3) Reflect on how you could use or adapt these in your own coursework using the prompts below


· What I might borrow:
·  A twist ending which I think would work really well in a murder mystery 
· Use of close-ups to show emotion of the people getting interogatted 
·  Simple setting to keep it realistic not to draw away from the problem at hand
· What I would adapt:
· Add more characters for interaction 
· Increase tension with slightly faster pacing in key moment
· What I should avoid or do differently:
· Avoid making it too slow or boring 
· Make sure the twist is clear and not confusing 



Representation Analysis

	Who or what is being represented? (people, identities, cultures, issues) 
	ai, working women, technology

	How are they represented? (positively? negatively? stereotypically? subversively?) 
	the women is shown realistically and made to make the audience feel bad 

	What techniques construct this representation?
	Close up shots, natural light, bad weather 


	How will this influence the representation choices in my own coursework?
	Show emtions clearly



 Creative + Technical Influence
Identify 3–5 techniques from the professional product you may use as inspiration and describe how you might apply them. 
A technique from this short film we could use as inspiration is the use of close up shots to show emotion for the murder msteery we are planning. My idea to apply this would be to use close ups during key moments to show fear or tension in my characters, which could be during the realisation that someone is dead or during the interigation.
A second technique that I found interesting was the twist ending. We could use this by slowly building clues throughout the film so the audience is surprised but it still makes sense, which is a code and convention of a murder mysutery.

Final Personal Reflection
From this product, I learned how effective a simple idea can be when it is executed well. It showed me that you don’t need lots of locations or action or even actors to create a powerful film, just strong storytelling and tension. This has shaped my early ideas by encouraging me to focus on a a huge twist and character development and emotions. Moving forward, I will take inspiration from its camera work, pacing, and use of suspense when planning and pre production for my own short film.


