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#Red Herring Studios
2% BREAKING NEWS: 26 people reported
missing... and the trail leads straight to the
kitchen.

In The Final Course, not everything on the
menu is what it seems. Stay tuned for the full
story—coming soon.

#TheFinalCourse #BreakingNews #ShortFilm
#ComingSoon #StudentFilm #DarkKitchen
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. Sally @Sally_red - 4h @
@alsonReplying to
Whoa... 26 people missing?! @
This news report already has me hooked. | need to
know what'’s going on and how the chef is involved.
The vibe is giving serious true crime energy, can’t
wait to see how it all plays out in The Final Course.
Looks intense 39:@!
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# Red Herring Studios = The Final Course — Behind the
Scenes @'\

Here's a sneak peek at what went down off camera while
bringing our twisted chef story to life. From planning the
perfect chopping shots to navigating messy schedules and
last-minute edits, this film has been a wild ride (and no one
got actually stabbed, we promise 99).

Big shoutout to the team for making the chaos look
cinematic. Stay tuned... the full film is almost ready to be
served.

#TheFinalCourse #BTS #BehindTheScenes #StudentFilm
#0nSet #ShortFilm #ComingSoon #DarkKitchen
#FilmProduction

... more.
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Jessica [/ "Looks amazing! & How did your production
skills develop throughout the process of making The Final
Course? Would love to hear how you've grown creatively!"
o
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Red Herring Studios (7] Thanks so much for your
comment, Jessical Throughout the production of “The Final
Course" directed by, Madisyn Atkinson, Sean Purdy and
Evelyn England-Hall, our entire group developed a wide
range of production skills, both technical and creative.

One of the biggest areas of growth for us was pre-
production planning. Early on, we worked hard to finalise a
detailed storyboard and mood board, which helped us
visualise the tone and pacing of the film which we found was
important especially if we wanted the film to reach a wider
audience. We wanted to take strong inspiration from the
opening scenes of “Burt, where we ot the inspiration for
our cutting scene which started off the film with suspense of
what will happen next. We also took inspiration from “The
Menu" where we got the whole sinister idea for out short film
from, so we focused on crafting a mood that was tense,
unsettling, and cinematic which were all key characteristics
we thought our audience would like the most. Developing
these visuals taught us how to think more intentionally about
things like shot composition, lighting, and mise-en-scéne,
which were all very important parts of fiming this film,
especially in our kitchen sequences where small details
really mattered. Examples of that were chopping the
vegetables and making it Iook like the kitchen we getting
bombarded with orders from hungry unsuspecting
customers.

When it came to filming, one of the biggest challenges was
coordinating everyone's availability as most of our actors
that were chosen by Madisyn Atkinson the casting director
were busy with other commitments at the time. So we had to
find a time where everyone was available or we had to re
cast some people, which unfortunately happened with an
actor that pulled out last minuet due to an iliness, however
the directors decided to continue on with recording just down
one actor which managed to work out well sill thankfuly.
With school, extracurriculars, and other commitments, it was
genuinely difficult o find time when all group members could
be present. We decided on our first major shoot during
Week 8 of Term 2, and we had to be very efficient with our
time. This experience helped us improve our time
management and communication skills, as we had to be
flexible, make decisions quickly, and even rework parts of
the plan when something unexpected came up (iike
s0meone not being able to make i). It taught us how
important scheduling and backup plans are when working
with a team.

During production, we leamed a lot about using equipment
effectively, such as tripods, microphones, and using different
angles to create atmosphere. For example, the close-up
cutting shots in the opening scene were inspired by “Burnt’,
and we tried to match that intensity through precise camera
work and sharp sound design. Then, in post-production, we
developed skill in editing software, especially with sound
layering, colour grading, and pacing. We used quick cuts to
build tension, siow fades to transition between scenes, and
carefully placed audio to enhance the eerie vibe particularly
in the scene where the chef watches the news report and
smirks which creates a tense and confusing atmosphere.

As individuals, we also took responsibilty for different
aspects of the project. Personally, my next step is ensuring
that our production blog s finished to a high standard, with
detailed reflections, behind-the-scenes screenshots, and
explanations of our inspiration and creative choices so keep
following this page to see more updates on our progress and
behind the scene shots. We're nearly done with editing now,
and watching it al come together has been a really
rewarding experience. Overall, this project has pushed us to
think critically, collaborate under pressure, and refine our
storytelling skills especially in a horror-thriller format like this.
‘Thanks again for your question—we're super excited to
share the final film soon! @/~
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‘@ The Final Course — Behind the Scenes | | .

Here’s a sneak peek at what went down off camera while bringing our
twisted chef story to life. From planning the perfect chopping shots to
navigating messy schedules and last-minute edits, this film has been a
wild ride (and no one got actually stabbed, we promise **').

Big shoutout to the team for making the chaos look cinematic. Stay
tuned... the full film is almost ready to be served.

#TheFinalCourse #BTS #BehindTheScenes #StudentFilm #0nSet
#ShortFilm #ComingSoon #DarkKitchen #FilmProduction
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Jake_webby @ This is so cool to see behind the scenes! @,}
How did your production skills develop through this project?

Were there any specific moments where you felt like things

really started to come together? | c & 00
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. Red Herring Studios o Throughout the creation of @’/
“The Final Course”. our production skills developed
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. Red Herring Studios @ Throughout the creation of

“The Final Course, our production skills developed
massively across every stage of the fimmaking
process from initial planning and scripting to filming,
editing, and problem-solving. In pre-production, our
group (Madi, Evie, and Sean) worked closely together
to plan every detail of the film. Evie took the lead on
scriptwriting, while Madi and Sean focused on the
storyboard, which helped shape the tone, shot types,
and structure. Madi also handled casting and
costume design, making sure the characters’
appearances matched the eerie, unsettiing vibe we
were going for. Location scouting was a team effort,
and we chose our settings carefully to reflect the
creepy, controlled feel inspired by the opening scenes
of “The Menu” and “Burnt’. We also created a mood
board to guide our visual decisions, such as colour
palette and lighting style. This helped us better
understand how visual elements like camera angles,
shadows, and props could be used to build suspense.
We learned that strong planning helps identify
possible challenges before filming begins like how to
shoot certain scenes or where we might need backup
shots so we could prepare properly and avoid delays.
During production, we each took tums directing and
filming, depending on the scene. One of our biggest
challenges was coordinating everyone’s schedules it
wasn't easy finding times when all three of us were
free, but we learned how to manage our time better,
stay flexible, and communicate clearly (our group
chat was constantly going!). We experimented with
camera angles, lighting setups, and even ran multiple
cameras during scenes to capture a range of shots at
once. This taught us how to problem solve on the
spot and gave us more material to work with later. We
also gained hands on experience with setting up
tripods, lights, and capturing clean audio to increase
the overall professionalism of the project. In post-
production, Evie led the editing and visual effects,
using tools like colour grading, sound layering, and
transitions to create a darker, more suspenseful tone.
We paid special attention to moments like the news
report scene, timing it with the chef’s smirk to
heighten the tension. Throughout the editing process,
we all gave feedback and made changes as needed,
refining the pacing and improving the storyteliing. We
also gained a deeper understanding of flm theory,
storytelling techniques, camera work, and sound
design—not just from our own experimenting, but by
analysing professional examples like “Burnt” and
“The Menu’. We also received feedback from our
teacher, which was incredibly helpful in showing us
what was working and where we could improve.
Collaborating as a group strengthened our teamwork,
communication, and creativity, and we each
developed our individual strengths Madi with
creativity and problem-solving, Evie with editing and
writing, Sean with visuals and direction. As a group,
we became more confident in both the technical and
creative sides of fimmaking, and we're proud of how.
far we've come. More to come soon... | />
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