A2 Media Studies – Coursework Research for the Thriller music video brief.
Key Information
· Title: Michael Jackson - Thriller
· Year of release: December 2, 1983 
· Director(s): John Landis
· Production Company/label:  MJJ Productions, Epic Records, Optimum Productions
· Genre: Pop and contemporary R&B 
· Target audience: Teens and young adults, female and male
1) Explain why this product relates to your brief: 
Thriller is a narrative music video, almost featuring as a short film, but classified as a music video, most known for the length of the film at 13 minutes and 41 seconds, how this relates is the narrative theme of the music video, which my partner and I best relate best as we both resonate with pop style of music, it also prioritises storytelling rather than perfomative.

Codes & Conventions Analysis

🎵 If you are creating a music video, take notes on and analyse:
	Music Video Type
Narrative/
Perfomative
	Representation of the artist
Michael Jackson is represented through a romantic lead in the opening, which is conflicting to his transition into a monstrous figure. This makes Michael Jackson a Protaganist and antagonist, being the threat and savior.
	Narrative elements
The spooky theme of the music video shows a distinct relationship with the lyrics and style of music.

	Performance style 
Largely a narrative, but specifically the zombie dance represents choreography, as a type of narrative device, instead of being completely perfomative, Jackson similtaniously leading the dance movement, and additionally the storytelling.

	Visual style and aesthetics
Thriller aims at being in the 1980s cinema horror style, the low level lighting, fog, and the old style mise-en-scene, as partnering with the natural lighting of the romantic opening directly is linked to the cold.
	Camera techniques
Establishing shots

Wide establishing shots were used to capture the narrative, the close-ups of Michael Jackson’s face shows the emphasise of horror and emotion, the tracking shots particularly capture a realistic sort of cinematic movement.

	Editing style
Slower cuts during the romantic opening build tension, with faster cuts syncing to the music during the dance sequence. The editing is closer to film style than a typical music video, reflecting its short film format.
	Symbolism or motifs
The zombie motif represents transformation and loss of control, linking to the lyrical themes of fear and the unknown. Darkness versus light is used throughout to signal danger. Jackson's transformation represents the duality of his character.
	Additional commentary

Directed by John Landis, the production values are cinematic in quality. The video is widely seen as redefining what a music video can be, shifting it from a promotional tool to a narrative text. This is relevant to the brief as it shows how pop music and storytelling can work together effectively.



2) Explain how codes and conventions are used in the product to convey meaning.

Thriller uses horror film codes such as low-key lighting, zombie costumes and low angle shots alongside pop music video conventions like synchronised choreography and artist-centred narrative to convey meaning. The shift in lighting and editing pace signals the change in tone from romance to danger, guiding the audience through the story.


3) Reflect on how you could use or adapt these in your own coursework using the prompts below


· What I might borrow: the use of narrative structure over pure performance, using the music video to tell a story rather than just showcasing the artist 
· What I would adapt: Depending on the choice of music I may adapt some features such as low level lighting and the genre codes, rather then only horror.
· What I should avoid or do differently: I will absolutely avoid having a 14 minute runtime as there is an aspect of being quite performative, which me and my partner would try to avoid at all costs, also not having to rely on specific costume as a storytelling device as it isn’t too practical for our music video production.


Representation Analysis

	Who or what is being represented? (people, identities, cultures, issues) 
	Michael Jackson as both a romantic lead and a horror figure, alongside broader representations of fear, the supernatural and 1980s American culture. 

	How are they represented? (positively? negatively? stereotypically? subversively?) 
	Jackson is represented subversively, shifting from a conventional romantic hero to a threatening monster mid-video. This challenges the typical positive star representation expected in a pop music video.

	What techniques construct this representation?
	Costume and prosthetic make-up, lighting shifts, camera angles and performance style all work together to construct his dual representation. Low angles and cold lighting code him as threatening in the horror sequences.


	How will this influence the representation choices in my own coursework?
	It shows that representation of the artist does not have to be straightforward or purely positive. In our own video we could represent the artist in a way that reflects the emotional themes of the song, using lighting, costume and performance style to shape how the audience reads the character on screen.



 Creative + Technical Influence
Identify 3–5 techniques from the professional product you may use as inspiration and describe how you might apply them. 
Examples:
· A lighting style or colour palette
· A narrative twist you could adapt
· A camera movement used in the emotional climax
· An editing rhythm or transition type
· A performance style (for music videos)
· A motif or symbolic image
4) A technique from this ______ we could use as inspiration is…………. My idea to apply this would be to…… A second technique that I found interesting was……. We could use this by…….

A technique from Thriller we could use as inspiration is the lighting shift to signal changes in tone. My idea to apply this would be to use warm lighting for positive moments and cooler tones for more emotional or tense sections.
A second technique I found interesting was the editing pace matching the energy of the music. We could use this by cutting faster during the climactic sections of our song and slower during quieter moments.


Final Personal Reflection
5) Write a reflection paragraph using the questions below as guidance. 
· What did I learn from this product?
· How has it shaped my early ideas?
· What will I take forward into planning and pre‑production?

What I learned from Thriller is that a music video does not have to be purely performative, it can function as a short narrative film while still serving the song. This has shaped my early ideas around building a simple story into our pop music video rather than focusing solely on the artist performing. Going into planning and pre-production I will take forward the idea of using lighting and editing pace as tools to guide the audience emotionally through the narrative.

